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StUDentS FroM Sherbrooke 
Community School, 40 kilometres east 
of Melbourne, recently had the chance 
to talk shop with a crewmember from 
the International Space Station, 354 
kilometres north of earth.

astronaut robert thirsk, the first 
Canadian to stay in space long-term, 
fielded questions as part of the amateur 
radio on the International Space 
Station (arISS) program, which allows 
schools from across the globe to talk to 
astronauts. as an affiliate of the Wireless 
Institute of australia, Sherbrooke’s 
Community radio Club was well placed 
to seize what teachers described as  
“the opportunity of a lifetime”.

“It was an incredible experience for 11 
young students ranging from Year 3 
through to Year 12,” recalls Sherbrooke 
teacher Judy o’Donnell. “the build-up 
was explosive: so much anticipation 
and excitement.” Parents, friends and 
community members filled the school 
hall and, according to Ms o’Donnell, 
“everyone was excited to witness the  
fact that we had pulled off a great  
coup in speaking to the International 
Space Station.” 

Year 10 student Christopher Payne kicked 
off with the first question: how do you 
neutralise the static charge of a spacecraft 
when it docks with the ISS? and Year 
4 students Jonny Grandin asked: What 

happens when a person vomits in space? 
“the answer they gave on the spew 
question was funny,” reported 11-year-old 
student, emma. “It turns into a big ball 
and they have to be extremely careful 
because it can get into the equipment.”

the students also asked questions on 
behalf of Sherbrooke’s sister schools 
– the Jiaolun Middle School in China and 
the early Learning Centre at thimphu 
in Bhutan – making it not only an 
international experience via the airwaves 
in space but also one on the ground. S

a space odyssey  
for sherbrooke
What happens when an astronaut vomits in outer space?  
Ask the students from Sherbrooke community School.  
Story by Eamon Evans

WEDNESDAY 10 mArch
Rob Vingerhoets
Getting your year in Maths  
off to a Great Start
PREP to YEaR 6 tEachERs

TUESDAY 16 mArch
Tony Stead
But do they Understand? Strategies  
for Teaching Reading Comprehension
KindERgaRtEn to YEaR 6 tEachERs 

ThUrSDAY 18 mArch
Darryn Kruse
Integrated Inquiry for  
the Middle Years
YEaRs 5 to 9 tEachERs

For full details, and our complete 2010 program 
visit our website: www.ivanhoepl.com 

2010 Term 1 Workshops
Ivanhoe Grammar School is committed to building academic professional knowledge through  
the delivery of high quality seminars and workshops presented by internal and external speakers.

Time: 9:30am – 3:30pm (Registration from 9:00am)
Where:  Darebin Arts & Entertainment Centre

(Cnr Bell Street & St Georges Road, Preston)
cost:  $189 (inc. GST)

Cost includes morning tea, lunch & hand-outs

For registration forms and enquiries, please contact Paula Welham on:
Telephone: 9490 1877 • mobile: 0488 110 000 • Email: mail@ivanhoepl.com • Book online: www.ivanhoepl.com
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Them’s fighting words!
Playground arguments are more 
than just simple squabbles – they’re 
valuable lessons in compromise, 
writes Eamon Evans

For ManY early childhood teachers, Lord of the Flies must 
read like a documentary. While tribal warfare and killing  
sprees thankfully remain uncommon in our kindergartens,  
the endless squabbles over toys and brutal fights between  
boys certainly bring home the moral of William Golding’s  
novel: if you leave kids to resolve differences by themselves, 
chaos will generally result.

or will it? according to new research from the University of 
Melbourne, there’s actually method in the madness. “a lot of 
productive talk goes on between children,” says Dr amelia 
Church, who recently spent 12 weeks in two kindergartens 
monitoring interaction between four-year-olds. “We don’t get to 
hear about the disputes that are effectively resolved but they are 
actually going on more often than not.”

even by the age of four, Dr Church found that children “have 
sufficient linguistic competence to manage most verbal 
negotiations.” While some spats inevitably descend into 
stalemates, and need an adult to broker the peace, most 
arguments are actually resolved via reasoned argument or that 
quintessentially ‘adult’ method of compromise. 

“It’s really important to understand just how capable children 
are,” Dr Church told Shine. “the thing to note about children’s 
arguments is that they mostly argue with their friends. they’re 
actually invested in working the issue out, because they want to 
keep playing the game.”

also worth noting is the range of negotiating strategies four-year-
olds have at their disposal. “rather than persisting with one tactic 
that wasn’t working for them, the children were able to change 
their strategies a lot of the time in order to negotiate a successful 
outcome,” she said.

Melbourne Finance Broking has a long history of assisting 
Schools with rental funding of computer equipment.

We provide
Independent advice and multiple sources of rental fi nanciers under one contact. 

Quick access to the most competitive rental terms available.
An alternative to using limited School budgets on equipment that will just be replaced in a few years.

Release funds for more permanent and urgent capital works. 
You  still decide who your preferred computer supplier will be.

For any questions, or example rental fi gures:
Contact:  Scott Amos

•  Phone:  (03) 9429 3000  •   Mobile: 0412 419 898, 
•  Email: scottamos@melbournefi nance.com.au  •   Web:  www.melbournefi nance.com.au

Computer Equipment 
Funding for Schools
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For details contact Val Bates  
Fax: 9882 7159 
Ph: 9805 9111 
Email:  vbates@epilepsy.asn.au 

General knowledge class quiz in teams
 

Sh1 

beHAVioUr


